
Student Discourse with AI 
Quick Wins for Getting Students Talking 

Today’s challenge is to use AI to generate three levels of discussion prompts and place them into your 
learning studios to spark meaningful student talk. 

Why Student Discourse? 
When students talk about their learning, they build deeper understanding, confidence, and 
collaboration skills. AI can make it easier to create prompts, structure conversations, and capture what 
students say—so every voice is heard. 

Getting Started 
Use AI to create 3 discussion prompts for your current lesson: 

• A recall question (surface-level) 
• A deeper thinking question (analysis/application) 
• A discussion spark (open-ended, multiple perspectives) 

Place them into your learning studios: 

• Small Group with Teacher: Use recall prompt for checks. 
• Partner/Independent: Use deeper thinking prompt. 
• Future Ready Studio: Use open-ended spark for structured discourse (debate, role-play, 

problem-solving). 

AI + Student Discourse 
AI can support teachers by: 

• Generating engaging prompts in seconds. 
• Suggesting sentence stems to help hesitant speakers. 
• Designing Think-Pair-Share discussion questions. 
• Analyzing transcripts to identify insights or reteach needs. 
• Providing real-time feedback to balance participation. 

Example Discourse Routines 
• Four Corners: Students move to a corner based on their stance. 
• Talking Chips: Students “spend” tokens when they contribute. 
• Exit Slip: Students write the best idea they heard from a peer. 

Today’s AI Tool Spotlight 
Diffit.me – Use it to generate leveled text passages and discussion questions aligned to your lesson. 
Great for creating differentiated prompts in under 2 minutes. 
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