Al as a Designer

Helping educators create with more speed, creativity, and confidence.
Teachers are natural designers—creating lessons and systems that bring learning to life. But creativity
takes time, and that's where Al becomes a powerful design partner. With the right prompts, educators
can brainstorm faster, personalize with ease, and infuse fresh energy into daily planning.

For Teachers

Goal: Use Al to help design lessons, emails, and classroom materials.

Try This Prompt:

“Act as a co-designer. Help me plan a 45-minute lesson on [topic] that includes a student hook, small-
group activity, and reflection question.”

Quick Ideas:
e Ask Al to enhance or simplify directions for clarity.
»  Use Canva Magic Studio or Curipod to bring your Al-generated ideas to life.

»  Generate parent communication drafts or student choice board options.

Pro Tip: Al doesn't take away your creativity — it accelerates it.

For Instructional Coaches
Goal: Use Al to support teachers in lesson design and planning efficiency.

Try This Prompt:

“You are an instructional coach helping a teacher redesign a lesson to improve engagement. Suggest
3 Al tools and example prompts to support the redesign process.”

Quick Ideas:
. Generate lesson templates, reflection forms, or walk-through look-fors.
«  Design PLC challenges where teachers co-create one resource with Al.

»  Create a coaching reflection prompt: How did Al enhance your design process this week?

Pro Tip: Encourage teachers to see Al as a thinking partner, not just a tech tool.

For Administrators
Goal: Use Al to streamline communication and celebrate teacher creativity.

Try This Prompt:

"Write a weekly staff memo celebrating teachers using Al as a creative design partner and sharing how
it saves planning time."

Quick Ideas:
o Generate professional learning plans or PD session outlines on Al and design.
o Use Al to create meeting talking points or communication templates.

o Ask Al to draft creative ways to highlight innovative classrooms.

Pro Tip: Empower your staff to explore Al safely and collaboratively.
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Al-Powered Inquiry Starters for the Classroom

Curiosity ¢ Exploration ¢ Discovery

Use this guide to transform traditional lessons into inquiry-driven experiences. These Al-powered
strategies and tools help you (and your students) generate meaningful questions, explore multiple
perspectives, and guide investigations that build ownership and deeper understanding.

Al Tools to Explore

Here's a balanced mix of teacher-side and student-side tools for the inquiry process:

Al Tool

What is it good for

Examples

ChatGPT or Gemini

For Question
Generation & Reflection

Prompt Al to create essential or driving
questions, reframe student curiosities, or
analyze inquiry prompts for depth and bias.

Curipod

For Interactive Inquiry
Launches

Generate Al-powered slides, polls, or debates
to spark curiosity and collect hypotheses.

Perplexity.ai

For Guided Research &
Source Evaluation

Model how to verify facts, cite credible
sources, and summarize perspectives.

diffit.me

For Differentiating
Inquiry Texts

Turn complex readings into leveled texts or
question sets that match student readiness.

Canva Magic Write or
Magic Studio

For Visualizing Inquiry
Findings

Use Al to design infographics, posters, or
multimedia summaries of student discoveries.

Try pairing these tools for a complete inquiry cycle—from question generation to reflection.
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Al Prompts to Try

vocabulary.

Five Al-Powered Entry Points for
Inquiry-Based Learning

Differentiate texts by asking Al to
adjust reading level or simplify

MEANINGFUL DIALOGUE

Use Al to create prompts and stems
that spark deeper questioning.

Use Al to design, differentiate, and drive curiosity through inquiry.

QUALITY QUESTIONS

Refine student or teacher questions
for clarity, depth, and purpose.

BLOOM'S VERBS

Design inquiry questions using higher-
order verbs from Bloom'’s Taxonomy.

Use Al to connect lessons to student
passions with real-world hooks.
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Inquiry Entry Point

Example Al Prompts

Meaningful Dialogue

"Generate 3 open-ended discussion questions that would help students
think more deeply about [topic].”

"Rephrase this student question to make it more thought-provoking.”

Reading Levels

"Simplify this article for a 5th-grade reading level while keeping key ideas.”

“Summarize this text so students can identify inquiry questions.”

Bloom’s Verbs

“Write 5 inquiry questions about [topic] using Bloom's verbs like analyze,
evaluate, and create.”

“Revise this question to encourage critical thinking instead of recall.”

Student Interest

"Suggest curiosity-driven questions about [topic] that connect to student
interests in art, sports, or technology.”

"Generate real-world or local issues related to [topic] that could inspire

projects.”

Quality Questions

"Evaluate this question for clarity and depth—how could it be improved?”

"Create two versions of this question: one for surface learning and one for

deeper inquiry.” 5
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Template 1: Inquiry Question Planner
Purpose: Help students brainstorm, refine, and test meaningful inquiry questions.

Step 1 - Brainstorm

Use Al to help you generate 3-5 open-ended questions about your topic.

Example prompt: “Create five inquiry questions about renewable energy that encourage exploration
and debate.”

My Initial Questions What makes this question interesting?

Step 2 - Refine
Choose your favorite question and use Al to improve clarity or depth.

Example prompt: “Make this question more thought-provoking for middle school students.”

My refined inquiry question:

Step 3 - Test Your Question

Circle one:
. Can this question be answered in one sentence? (If yes, make it deeper.)
* (- Does this question invite research, discussion, or creation?
« @ Does it connect to a real-world issue or interest?
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Template 2: Curiosity Map

Purpose: Connect personal interests to classroom topics and inquiry themes.

Al Prompt Example:

"Generate three ways my interest in space could connect to what we're learning about forces and

motion.”

My Interests

Possible Topics that Connect

Al-Generated Questions about My
Interests

Next Steps for Exploration
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