Al Tools For Student Engagement

Marcia Kish's Top 5 Tools for
Collaboration, Communication, Critical Thinking, and Creation

Padlet

A digital collaboration board where students can
brainstorm, collect resources, and share reflections. The
new Al features help generate categories, summaries, or
\ y prompts to deepen discussions.
" Classroom Use: Groups post research notes during a
project and use Al to organize themes.

Snorkl.app

e « Captures student voice as they explain their thinking,

‘ ' " then provides Al-generated reflections and feedback.
Classroom Use: Students record how they solved a math
problem, then compare Snorkl feedback with peer

suggestions.

AutoDraw

Google's Al drawing tool that turns rough sketches into
polished visuals. Helps students create diagrams, mind
maps, or concept illustrations without getting stuck on
artistic skills.

' ] Classroom Use: Students sketch a scientific process,
then AutoDraw cleans it up for use in presentations or
posters.

~ o Riffit

Transforms text into raps or songs, making content more
engaging and memorable. Encourages creativity and
active recall.

Classroom Use: Students turn their study notes on
ecosystems into a short rap, then perform for the class.

Otter.ai

An Al-powered transcription and note-taking tool that

bit.ly/KishDayNine captures collaboration in real time.
Take On The 30 Day Al Challenge .'
Classroom Use: During group projects, Otter records

and transcribes team conversations so students can

Learn More:

www.aiintheclassroom.com

revisit and refine ideas later.

Pro Tip from Marcia

The best engagement happens when digital tools spark offline action. Pair Padlet brainstorms with sticky-

note sorting, use Riffit lyrics as scripts for skits, or turn AutoDraw diagrams into posters for a gallery walk. Al IN THE CLASSROOM
WITH MARCIA KISH

il



http://bit.ly/KishDaySix

Al Tools to Boost Student Engagement
Boosting Engagement Through Al Tools & Strategies

Student engagement is the heartbeat of learning. Even the best lesson can fall flat if students aren‘t
collaborating, moving, or creating. Remember: not every engaging activity needs to be online. The
most powerful classrooms blend Al-driven tools with offline experiences that foster communication,
critical thinking, and connection.

This quick-start guide highlights Al tools and prompts to spark curiosity — but the real magic happens
when teachers pair them with offline collaboration, movement, and creativity.

Directions

1. Pick a Category — Choose an engagement area.
2. Select a Tool — Try one Al tool from that category.

3. Pair It Offline — Add movement, group work, or hands-on tasks.

Gamification with Purpose

When learning feels like a game, students buy in. Al can help generate challenges, adapt difficulty, and
even spark new ways to turn traditional content into play.

«  Wayground — Uses Al to help teachers create immersive, gamified learning paths and
challenges for students.

»  Genially — Build interactive presentations, escape rooms, and digital board games where
students “play” through the lesson.

o Classcraft — Turns the classroom into a role-playing adventure, where students earn points and
powers by demonstrating positive learning behaviors.

<~ Pro Tip: Gamification doesn't mean everything has to be online. Pair Al-generated questions,
scenarios, or puzzles with offline board games or movement-based activities for maximum
engagement.

Personalization that Feels Authentic

When students see themselves in the learning — their interests, their reading levels, their voice —
engagement grows. Al makes personalization easier by instantly adjusting difficulty, topics, or formats.

» Diffit = Instantly rewrites articles or texts at multiple reading levels, so every student can access
the same content.

» Padlet with Al — Students can curate resources, reflections, or questions at their own pace. Al
can suggest prompts or categories to guide them.

» Canva Magic Write — Students design infographics, posters, or presentations personalized to
their topic of choice.

<~ Pro Tip: Al gives students options. Engagement grows when students have a voice in how the
learn and show what they know — both online and offline. m
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Creativity Boosts Beyond the Worksheet

Al can spark imagination and give students new ways to express their ideas — but the most engaging
classrooms pair creative tech tools with tangible, offline products.

«  Riffit = Transform text into raps or songs for creative recall of content.
o Storly — Generate interactive, branching stories where students make choices along the way.
« Canva Magic Write — Quickly draft and design infographics, posters, and presentations.

+ Padlet Sandbox — Create a collaborative space where students brainstorm ideas, drop in Al-
generated prompts or visuals, and remix each other’s contributions.

<~ Pro Tip: Al can help students get past the "blank page” barrier — but the most powerful
engagement happens when digital creativity is paired with real-world expression.

Instant Feedback for Momentum

Students thrive when they don't have to wait for results. Real-time clarity helps them correct mistakes,
celebrate progress, and stay motivated. Al can speed this up — but pairing it with offline checks ensures
balance.

« Quizlet Q-Chat — Acts like a conversational study buddy. Students get instant feedback as they
respond, with scaffolds built in.

o Snorkl — Captures student voice and thinking, then provides Al-generated reflections or
prompts for deeper reasoning.

»  SchoolAl Exit Tickets = Quickly generate and analyze student responses so teachers can see
gaps in understanding right away.

Collaboration, Not Isolation

Al should bring students together, not isolate them on screens. The right tools spark discussion, group
problem-solving, and shared creativity.

+ Padlet with Al — Students co-create boards where they post ideas, respond to prompts, and
build on each other’s thinking. Al can suggest categories, summaries, or prompts to deepen the
dialogue.

o Canva (Team Mode + Magic Write) = Groups collaborate to design posters, infographics, or
presentations. Al generates text starters or layouts, but the group decides how to edit and
polish.

* Google Suite + Duet Al = Students co-write essays, slide decks, or data charts in real time. Al
can provide outlines or summaries while the group develops the details together.

<~ Pro Tip: Collaboration isn't just about dividing tasks — it's about dialogue. Al works best when it
helps students launch ideas, but peers refine, debate, and extend them together.

&)

Created by: Marcia Kish with aiintheclassroom.com AIIN THE CLASSROOM

WITH MARCIA KISH

e



http://aiintheclassroom.com

	5 Quick AI Wins for Teachers
	Build Your AI Tool Kit
	AI-Powered Exit Tickets
	AI-Trends to Boost Engagement
	12 AI Tools for Differentiation
	Quick Wins for Parent Communication
	AI Tools for Instructional Coaching
	Authenticating Learning with AI
	AI Tools to Boost Student Engagement
	AI Tools For Student Engagement

