
Authenticating Learning with AI 
Quick Wins for Making Student Thinking Visible 

Use the graphic below from the AI in the Classroom Starter Kit, which highlights a fresh approach 
to grading in today’s classrooms. 
Rather than focusing only on the final product, this visual emphasizes the value of the entire learning 
journey—brainstorming, collaborating, revising, and creating—alongside the final project. Together, 
these stages add up to 100 points, with the majority of credit placed on the process. 

By grading the how as much as the what, we honor student growth, creativity, and critical thinking—not 
just polished outcomes. 

1. AI Tools for Checking Authorship 
The most effective way to ensure students are doing their own work is to review their progress 
throughout the learning process. Regular checkpoints—like drafts, reflections, or discussions—make 
authorship visible. 
However, if you’re looking for AI tools to help verify the final product, here are four tools you can 
explore. 

Turnitin AI Writing 
Detection GPTZero Copyleaks AI 

Content Detector quill.org

Created by: Marcia Kish with aiintheclassroom.com

http://quill.org
http://aiintheclassroom.com


2. Sample AI Prompts for Authentic Learning 
Copy and paste the following prompts into ChatGPT, Gemini, CoPilot, or Grok to help generate 
resources for authenticating the learning process in any classroom.  

Reflection Prompt 
Create three reflection questions that ask students to explain how they solved a problem, what choices 
they made, and what they might do differently next time. 

Real-World Audience Prompt 
Reframe this worksheet on [topic] into a task where students explain their learning to a real-world 
audience (such as a school board, a parent newsletter, or a younger grade). 

Visible Thinking Prompt 
Design a simple graphic organizer that helps students capture their brainstorming, drafts, and revisions 
before turning in their final project. 

Learning Studios Prompt 
Design a set of four Blended Learning Studios on [topic]. 

• Include an Independent Studio (practice), a Digital Studio (interactive content), a Small 
Group Studio (teacher-led or collaborative), and a Future Ready Studio (creative, real-world 
application). 

• Add at least one authenticity checkpoint to each studio (reflection log, draft review, oral 
explanation, peer feedback, or rubric alignment) to make student thinking visible. 

Authorship Check Prompt 
Suggest strategies to verify student authorship of an essay on [topic], such as comparing tone, 
checking citations, or requiring annotated drafts. 

3. Pro Tips for Authentic Learning 
• Build in checkpoints (drafts, reflections, or peer feedback) so student thinking is visible at every 

stage. 

• Encourage students to explain how they reached an answer, not just the answer itself. 

• Use quick oral conferences or exit tickets to confirm authorship and understanding. 

• Pair AI tools with non-digital outputs (sketches, sticky notes, or concept maps) to balance tech 
with authentic work. 

4. Teacher Reflection  
How do I currently check for authentic learning in my classroom? 

Which checkpoints (drafts, reflections, peer feedback) could I add or strengthen? 

Where could AI tools help me make student thinking more visible? 

How can I ensure the process gets as much value as the final product? 

Created by: Marcia Kish with aiintheclassroom.com

http://aiintheclassroom.com

	5 Quick AI Wins for Teachers
	Build Your AI Tool Kit
	AI-Powered Exit Tickets
	AI-Trends to Boost Engagement
	12 AI Tools for Differentiation
	Quick Wins for Parent Communication
	AI Tools for Instructional Coaching
	Authenticating Learning with AI

